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Al-Shaykh al-Saduq is the title given to Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn 'Ali ibn Babawaih al-Qummi.
He was the leading traditionist of his time (4th Century A.H.) and one of the most outstanding
traditionists of Shi'ite Islam. He earned the title of al-Shaykh al-Saduq on account of his great
learning and his reputation for truthfulness. It is a title which he also shares with his father.Other
works1. Kamal al-din wa tamam al-ni'mah ( the perfection of the religion and the end of the
blessings) which is about Imam Zaman including questions and answers about the Occultation
to the non-believers.2. Ma'ani al-Akhbar in which he has explained the shades of the
complexities and the problems of interpretations of traditions and the Quranic verses.3. Oyoun
Akhbar Al-Ridha which has been dedicated to Sahib ibn-e Ebad the wise minister of Alle buyeh
dynasty including some of Imam Rida's (A.S) traditions.4. al-Khisal which is about the moral
instructions , points of scientific ,historical and legal origins whichhad been organized according
to the numerical hierarchies.5. Aamali (Majalis)(sessions) : in this book his students had
collected all of his speeches and lessons.6. Ilal al-shara'i (the cause of the situations) which
includes the reasons behind the Philosophy of the Islamic ordinances.

Book DescriptionPour yourself a cuppa, get lost in the merriment of the season, and enjoy a
Dickensian Christmas with fan favorite Michelle Griep. Three stories under one cover are filled
with holiday romance, intrigue, and adventure. --This text refers to the paperback edition.About
the AuthorMichelle Griep has been writing since she first discovered blank wall space and
Crayolas. Follow this Christy Award winner's adventures at www.michellegriep.com. --This text
refers to the audioCD edition.
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SHEIKH ASSADUQALMAWAAIZHTHE SERMONSTranslated by:Badr ShahinTHE
PUBLISHER’S WORDIn the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful All praise is due to
Allah Whose mercy is not desponded and forgiveness is not despaired of. The best blessings
and peace be upon the keeper of His revelation, the seal of Hismessengers, the foreteller of His
mercy, and the warner against His punishment—the Prophet Mohammed. The blessings and
peace be, too, upon his family and household through whom the right has regained its proper
place and the wrong has been overthrown. Curse be on their enemies among the people of
disagreement and hypocrisy who have brought to themselves the sins and made themselves the
subject of Hell.The Imamite Shia are still known of their faithful loyalty to the Prophet’s
household, peace be upon them all, since the glorious Prophet had unearthed his immortal
mission to mankind. He, however, kept on giving credit to the lofty standings and the qualities by
which the Shia should be characterized. In view of that, they were the matter of the glorious
Prophet’s glad tidings that he (s) carried. He said:The Shia of Ali will be the true winners.1O Ali,
Allah has forgiven you, your progeny, your sons, your household, your Shia –adherents-, and the
adorers of your Shia.2These three books —namely, al-Mawaaizh, Sifat ushShia, and Fadhaa’il
ush-Shia— that are at the hands of the dear reader are indeed precious moral gems presented
to the adherents of the Prophet’s household. They are the works of the master Sheikh as-Saduq,
Allah have mercy upon him, who compiled them in different times.1Refer to Kunouz ul-Haqaaiq;
82. 2Refer to as-Sawaaiq ul-Muhriqa; 96.The translator has depended, in his work, on the copy
that is published by Al-Maarif Al-Islamiyya Foundation – Qum, and revised by Mr. Mahmoud Al-
Badri who exerted remarkable efforts for advancing these precious compilations in such a
noteworthy form.In addition to the original texts of the books, most of the information, notes, and
comments that the reviser has added are translated for the purpose of expanding the scope of
information and making the contents more understandable and more accessible to all.
Furthermore, a brief biography of the compiler Sheikh as-Saduq, Allah may have mercy upon
him, is added so as to introduce this unique personality to the readers.Ansariyan Publications ,
undertaking the mission of propagandizing for the sect of Ahl ul-Bayt (a) and publicizing the
precious immortal works of the master scholars of Shiism, is pleased to advance these three
precious works, all in one book, to the dear readers and the seekers of the truth.We hope the
dear reader would find this work convenient and guide to the human perfection and we implore
to Allah, Exalted is He, to grant us success to keep on offering the dear readers with the
valuable gems of the Islamic heritage.Ansariyan Publications, 2001.THE REVISER’S WORDAll
praise is due to Allah, the lord of the worlds. All blessings and peace be upon Mohammed and
his family—the pure and immaculate. All mercy and content be upon all their adorers and
adherents. The content of Allah be upon the Prophet’s companions who honestly followed him.It
is well known that Shiism, as a sect and belief, was not the fruit of the political circumstances
that took place after the death of the glorious Prophet (s) when some people usurped the



leadership from its legal master in the Saqifa of the Banu Saaida. It was also not the product of
the political circumstances that came about during the reign of Imam Ali (a) when the Prophet’s
widow (Aisha) mutinied, calling for the revenge on those who shed the blood of the killed caliph
after she had provoked all people against that very killed caliph in his lifetime, and history has
kept her famous call, ‘Kill Naathat1, for he has converted to atheism.’Shiism, also, was not the
product of the political circumstances that occurred when Muawiya mutinied,carrying the shirt of
Othman2and calling for the revenge on his killers. That event, however, was the reason beyond
the founding of the Khawarij3one of whose members killed Amir ul-Mu'minin (a) while he was
offering a prayer in his mihrab.1 The Prophet’s widow; Aisha said the name of Naathal to
Othman bin Affan when she rallied people against him and accused him of atheism. The name
Naathal, however, refers to a Jewish person who lived in that time.2The shirt of Othman was
bloodstained because Othman was putting it on when he was killed.Shiism, too, is not the
product of the political circumstances that the Muslims had to encounter after the savage
massacre of Karbala, which was committed against the Prophet’s household (a) at the hands of
the Umayyad ruling authorities.It is quite true that Shiism was not the product of any of the
previous circumstances, as some please to say. Shiism came to light and appeared on the
theater of the political and religious life since the first sparks of the Islamic history. The
embracers of Shiism raised the slogan of the love and loyalty to the Prophet’s household, peace
be upon them all, adopted their goals, and believed purely that they are the most meritorious of
taking the position of the Prophet (s). They also believed that Imam Ali bin Abi Talib —Amir
ulMu'minin, the head of the religion, the leader of the whiteforheaded honorables, the husband
of the pure lady, the father of the two grandsons (of the Prophet) al-Hasan and alHussein— is
the true successor of the Prophet (s) the door to the city of his knowledge, and the keeper of his
wisdom. They also believed that the immaculate Imams are the true successors of the Prophet
(s) the leaders of his community, and the conveyers of his divine mission.The dawn of Shiism
broke since the first days of the blessed prophetic mission. It was the Prophet (s) who planted
this blessed seed, cultivated, and supervised it all over the stages of his noble lifetime. This can
be proved through the many hadiths that attached the quality of Shiism to the followers of Imam
Ali (a) praised them, and revealed to them the glad tidings of having the highest ranks in the
Supreme Paradise.3 Some people deserted Ali bin Abi Talib, peace be upon him, who was the
caliph and fought against him, accusing him of having committed a grave sin in submitting his
claim to the caliphate to arbitration after the battle of Siffin. Those deserted formed the trend,
which later was called Khawarij. The word kharaju, from which khariji is derived, means "to
withdraw" and Khawarij were, therefore, seceders who believed in active dissent or rebellion
against a state of affairs they considered to be gravely impious.The Prophet (s) said:O Ali, you,
as well as your Shia, will join me on the Divine Pool.1O Ali, your Shia and you will come to Allah
with content and pleasure. Your enemies will come with anger and will be unable to bend their
heads to find their ways.2On the Day of Resurrection, Ali and his Shia will be the winners.3O Ali,
Allah has forgiven you, your progeny, your sons, your household, your Shia, and the adorers of



your Shia.4The Shia of Ali will be the true winners.5 Moreover, the hadith that is called ‘Hadith
ud-Dar’ is one of the strongest irrefutable evidences on our claim.((At-Tabari, in his book of
history, records that Ibn Abbas narrated that Ali bin Abi Talib (a) said:After the revelation of the
Verse, “And warn your nearest relations,” the Prophet (s) summoned me and said: “O Ali, Allah
had ordered me to warn my near relatives, but I was unable to bear this order because I knew
that they would show me detestable things if I would approach such a matter with them. I
therefore kept it secret until the Archangel Gabriel came to me and said that my Lord would
punish me if I would shun that order. Now, I want you to make some food with meat of a ewe and
bring a jar of milk for us, then gather the sons of Abdul-Muttalib so that I will speak to them and
convey the matter that I was ordered to convey.”1 Refer to Majmaa uz-Zawaaid; 9:131, Kunouz
ul-Haqaaiq; 188, and Alisteeab; 2:457.2Refer to as-Sawaaiq ul-Muhriqa; 93 and Majmaa uz-
Zawaaid; 9:1313Refer to Kunouz ul-Haqaaiq; 924Refer to as-Sawaaiq ul-Muhriqa; 96.5Refer to
Kunouz ul-Haqaaiq; 82.
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Ali (a) praised them, and revealed to them the glad tidings of having the highest ranks in the
Supreme Paradise.3 Some people deserted Ali bin Abi Talib, peace be upon him, who was the
caliph and fought against him, accusing him of having committed a grave sin in submitting his
claim to the caliphate to arbitration after the battle of Siffin. Those deserted formed the trend,
which later was called Khawarij. The word kharaju, from which khariji is derived, means "to
withdraw" and Khawarij were, therefore, seceders who believed in active dissent or rebellion
against a state of affairs they considered to be gravely impious.The Prophet (s) said:O Ali, you,
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heads to find their ways.2On the Day of Resurrection, Ali and his Shia will be the winners.3O Ali,
Allah has forgiven you, your progeny, your sons, your household, your Shia, and the adorers of
your Shia.4The Shia of Ali will be the true winners.5 Moreover, the hadith that is called ‘Hadith
ud-Dar’ is one of the strongest irrefutable evidences on our claim.((At-Tabari, in his book of
history, records that Ibn Abbas narrated that Ali bin Abi Talib (a) said:After the revelation of the
Verse, “And warn your nearest relations,” the Prophet (s) summoned me and said: “O Ali, Allah
had ordered me to warn my near relatives, but I was unable to bear this order because I knew
that they would show me detestable things if I would approach such a matter with them. I
therefore kept it secret until the Archangel Gabriel came to me and said that my Lord would
punish me if I would shun that order. Now, I want you to make some food with meat of a ewe and
bring a jar of milk for us, then gather the sons of Abdul-Muttalib so that I will speak to them and
convey the matter that I was ordered to convey.”1 Refer to Majmaa uz-Zawaaid; 9:131, Kunouz
ul-Haqaaiq; 188, and Alisteeab; 2:457.2Refer to as-Sawaaiq ul-Muhriqa; 93 and Majmaa uz-
Zawaaid; 9:1313Refer to Kunouz ul-Haqaaiq; 924Refer to as-Sawaaiq ul-Muhriqa; 96.5Refer to
Kunouz ul-Haqaaiq; 82.I did as he asked me and invited them. They were about forty men
among whom there were his uncles—Abu Talib, Hamza, al-Abbas and Abu Lahab. When they all
attended, he asked me to fetch that food and I did. When I put it before them, the Prophet (s)
took a piece of the meat, tore it with his teeth, threw its pieces around the bowl, then said: “Here
you are, by the Name of Allah.” Each one of them took his sufficiency completely and I could see
only the places of their hands. I swear by Allah, each one of them ate the quantity that I served to
all of them. The Prophet (s) then asked me to serve milk to them. I fetched that jar and they all
drank from it. By Allah I swear, each one of them drank the quantity that I served to all of
them.When the Prophet (s) tried to speak, Abu Lahab overtook and prevented him from
speaking. He said: “This man has bewitched you.” Hence, they left without letting the Prophet (s)
speak to them.On the next day, the Prophet said to me: “O Ali, that man overtook me and said
the statement that you had heard. They left before I could speak to them. Make for us food like
that which you did then gather them to me.”I did and invited them all. He then asked me to serve
them the food. I served it for them and he repeated the same thing that he had done the previous
day. Each one of them had his sufficiency completely. He then asked me to serve them with the
milk. I fetched the same jar and they all drank from it to their sufficiency. Then, the Prophet (s)
spoke:“O sons of Abdul-Muttalib, I do not know any young Arab man who has brought to his
people a thing that is better than that which I have brought to you. I have brought to you the
goodness of this world as well as the world to come. Allah, Exalted is He, has ordered me to call
you to accept this matter. Which one of you will support me in this regard and he will be my
brother, successor, and representative among you?”They all kept silent except me. I said, while I
was the youngest among them, “O the Prophet of Allah, I will be your supporter in this matter.” I
repeated this statement three times.The Prophet (s) then took me from the neck and said: “This
is my brother, successor, and representative among you. You thus should listen to and obey
him.”They left him laughing and saying to Abu Talib: “He has ordered you to listen to and obey



your son!”))1A deep look in this holy hadith proves that the Prophet (s) asked his near relatives,
according to the order of Allah, to confess of the oneness of Allah the Exalted and his
divinemission, and then ordered them to listen to and obey his brother, successor, and
representative Ali bin Abi Talib (a). In other words, the Prophet (s) ordered them to follow and
comply with Ali—to be his Shia. The meaning of Shiism is to listen to, obey, and follow.As a
result, the seed of Shiism and the seed of Islam were planted on the same day in the same time
at the same hand. All the Muslims who were with the Prophet (s) believed in his prophesy and
mission, committed themselves to that which he ordered, listened to him, obeyed him, and
listened to and obeyed the one whom he ordered to obey. That one was his cousin, brother,
successor, and representative Ali bin Abi Talib (a).They were considered as listeners and
obedient to the Prophet (s) only when they carried out his order of listening to and obeying Ali
(a). It was the same order that Allah gave. Consequently, their compliance with the order of the
Prophet means their adherence, i.e. Shiism, to Ali, because Shiism means to listen to, obey, and
follow.1 This narration is recorded in the following reference books: At-Tarikh; at-Tabari 2:319-21,
Al-Kamil fit Tarikh; Ibn ul-Athir 2:22, As-Sirat un-Nabawiyya; al-Halabi (the Shafiite) 1:311-2,
Kenz ul-Ummal; al-Muttaqi (the Hanafite), Mustadrak us-Sahihayn; Al-Hakim an-Nisapuri (the
Shafiite) 3:133, Ad-Durr ul-Manthour; As-Suyoutti (the Shafiite) 5:79, Al-Musnad; Ahmed bin
Hanbal (the founder of Habalites) 1:111, Al-Bidaya wan-Nihaya; Ibn Kuthair 3:39, Tarikh; Abu al-
Fidaa 1:119, Shawahid ut-Tanzil; AlHasakani 1:485 H.514 and 580, Tarikh Dimashq: the life
account of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib; Ibn Asakir (the Shafiite) 1:97-105 H.133-40, and Sharhu Nahj
ul-Balagha; Ibn Abi al-Hadid (the Mutazilite) 13:210 and 244.The light of Shiism, then, glared
along with the light of Islam in the Arab Peninsula. The grand companions who believed in the
oneness of Allah and the divine message of the Prophet accepted, in the same time, the
obligatory loyalty to Ali. Meanwhile, others, among those who turned on their backs just after the
death of the Prophet, stood against him.This work is in fact three books whose topics are
connected to each other. One of them, namely Sifat ush-Shia, focuses the lights on the qualities
that the Shia should have within their moralities. Without such qualities, the Shia would not have
won such abundant merits to which the second book, namely Fadhaa’il ush-Shia, refers. The
third book, namely al-Mawaaizh, compiles the maxims and words of wisdom that are said by the
Prophet and the Imams, peace be upon them all, on various occasions. It is necessary for the
Shiite, before others, to apply such maxims to himself, because they are surely great
masterpieces and moral principals.A deep look into these maxims and qualities proves the fact
that the embracement of Shiism is not mere words that everyone can say or ordinary love for
Amir ul-Mu'minin, as some think. The true Shiite is only he who commits himself to those
qualities and applies them to his conducts. The true Shiite is only that whom Imam al-Baqir (a)
describes in the following words:“O Jabir, do you think that it is sufficient for those who claim
being Shia to say that they cherish us; the Prophet’s household?By Allah I swear, our adherents –
Shia- are only those who fear and obey Allah. Their signs are modesty, submission, fulfillment of
the trusts, very much reference to Allah, fasting, offering prayers, piety to (their) parents, aiding



the neighbors especially the poor, the destitute, the indebted, and the orphans, truth, reciting the
Quran, and avoiding mentioning people except for praising. In addition, they are the most trustful
of the people of their tribes.Do not misunderstand the matter. It is enough for a man to claim that
he loves and follows Ali (a). As a matter of fact, if he claims that he loves the Prophet (s) who is
preferable to Ali (a) but he does not follow the Prophet’s traditions and does not act upon his
instructions, such claim of love will be definitely useless. Hence, you should fear Allah and work
for the cause of obtaining that which He has in possession. There is no relation between Allah
and anybody. The most favorable and honorable servants of Allah are the most God-fearing and
the most pious.O Jabir, the only means through which a servant seeks to gain Allah’s favor is the
obedience to Him. We –the Prophet’s household- do not carry a patent for saving from Hell.
Likewise, none of you has a claim against Allah. He whoever obeys Allah is only our disciple and
whoever disobeys Him is our enemy. The loyalty to us cannot be gained except by means of
diligent work and piety.”O Allah, make my life copy the lives of Mohammed and his family. When
You seize my soul, make me carry the same beliefs that Mohammed and his family carried.
Make me a true adherent of Amir ul-Mu'minin. I, also, implore to You to record for me success,
for the efforts that I have exerted in this regard, and reward on the Day of Judgment. I implore to
You to save us from the pursuance of passions and the making of errors and endow upon us
with righteousness and appositeness.All praise is due to Allah, Who guided us to this. Without
his guidance, we would not have been right.Mahmoud al-Badri, 2000.THE REVISIONAL-
MAWAAIZHAl-Mawaaizh is the first book in this collection. In 1392 A.H., it was first printed, with
its Persian translation of Azizullah Attaridi, in reliance on the only documentary copy that is
found in the Library of An-Nassiriyya in Lakanhu, India. Mr. Attaridi mentioned that he had found
that copy during his journey to India in 1386 A.H. He also added that the copier chose the title
Sheikh As-Saduq’s Al-La’aali alGhawali –The Dear Pearls- for the copy that carried the same
title in the indexes of that library.It seems that the copier took this title from the introduction of the
compiler who records in its beginning, “So then, these are dear pearls and bright jewels…”This
copy seems to be the only available one that was handwritten in 1235 A.H. by Feda Ali al-
Musawi of Lakanhu. In the last of that copy, the following is written:“On Saturday, the first of Rabi
I, 1235 of the hegira, All peace and blessings be upon him who made the hegira and upon his
immaculate and pure household, this holy copy titled ‘Al-La’aali al-Ghawali’ that is compiled by
the lofty Sheikh, the most pious, the decent, the master of the sect, the grand, the trustworthy of
the Imams, the head of the narrators, the product of the praying of the Sinless, the superior
knowledgeable, our master Mohammed bin Babawayh al-Qummi, Allah may have mercy upon
him. I am the poor servant Feda Ali son of Sayyid Ali al-Musawi of Nisapur, Lakanhu, and Dahlu.”
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which you did then gather them to me.”I did and invited them all. He then asked me to serve
them the food. I served it for them and he repeated the same thing that he had done the previous
day. Each one of them had his sufficiency completely. He then asked me to serve them with the
milk. I fetched the same jar and they all drank from it to their sufficiency. Then, the Prophet (s)
spoke:“O sons of Abdul-Muttalib, I do not know any young Arab man who has brought to his
people a thing that is better than that which I have brought to you. I have brought to you the
goodness of this world as well as the world to come. Allah, Exalted is He, has ordered me to call
you to accept this matter. Which one of you will support me in this regard and he will be my
brother, successor, and representative among you?”They all kept silent except me. I said, while I
was the youngest among them, “O the Prophet of Allah, I will be your supporter in this matter.” I
repeated this statement three times.The Prophet (s) then took me from the neck and said: “This
is my brother, successor, and representative among you. You thus should listen to and obey
him.”They left him laughing and saying to Abu Talib: “He has ordered you to listen to and obey
your son!”))1A deep look in this holy hadith proves that the Prophet (s) asked his near relatives,
according to the order of Allah, to confess of the oneness of Allah the Exalted and his
divinemission, and then ordered them to listen to and obey his brother, successor, and
representative Ali bin Abi Talib (a). In other words, the Prophet (s) ordered them to follow and
comply with Ali—to be his Shia. The meaning of Shiism is to listen to, obey, and follow.As a
result, the seed of Shiism and the seed of Islam were planted on the same day in the same time
at the same hand. All the Muslims who were with the Prophet (s) believed in his prophesy and
mission, committed themselves to that which he ordered, listened to him, obeyed him, and
listened to and obeyed the one whom he ordered to obey. That one was his cousin, brother,
successor, and representative Ali bin Abi Talib (a).They were considered as listeners and
obedient to the Prophet (s) only when they carried out his order of listening to and obeying Ali
(a). It was the same order that Allah gave. Consequently, their compliance with the order of the
Prophet means their adherence, i.e. Shiism, to Ali, because Shiism means to listen to, obey, and
follow.1 This narration is recorded in the following reference books: At-Tarikh; at-Tabari 2:319-21,
Al-Kamil fit Tarikh; Ibn ul-Athir 2:22, As-Sirat un-Nabawiyya; al-Halabi (the Shafiite) 1:311-2,
Kenz ul-Ummal; al-Muttaqi (the Hanafite), Mustadrak us-Sahihayn; Al-Hakim an-Nisapuri (the
Shafiite) 3:133, Ad-Durr ul-Manthour; As-Suyoutti (the Shafiite) 5:79, Al-Musnad; Ahmed bin
Hanbal (the founder of Habalites) 1:111, Al-Bidaya wan-Nihaya; Ibn Kuthair 3:39, Tarikh; Abu al-
Fidaa 1:119, Shawahid ut-Tanzil; AlHasakani 1:485 H.514 and 580, Tarikh Dimashq: the life
account of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib; Ibn Asakir (the Shafiite) 1:97-105 H.133-40, and Sharhu Nahj
ul-Balagha; Ibn Abi al-Hadid (the Mutazilite) 13:210 and 244.The light of Shiism, then, glared
along with the light of Islam in the Arab Peninsula. The grand companions who believed in the
oneness of Allah and the divine message of the Prophet accepted, in the same time, the
obligatory loyalty to Ali. Meanwhile, others, among those who turned on their backs just after the
death of the Prophet, stood against him.This work is in fact three books whose topics are
connected to each other. One of them, namely Sifat ush-Shia, focuses the lights on the qualities



that the Shia should have within their moralities. Without such qualities, the Shia would not have
won such abundant merits to which the second book, namely Fadhaa’il ush-Shia, refers. The
third book, namely al-Mawaaizh, compiles the maxims and words of wisdom that are said by the
Prophet and the Imams, peace be upon them all, on various occasions. It is necessary for the
Shiite, before others, to apply such maxims to himself, because they are surely great
masterpieces and moral principals.A deep look into these maxims and qualities proves the fact
that the embracement of Shiism is not mere words that everyone can say or ordinary love for
Amir ul-Mu'minin, as some think. The true Shiite is only he who commits himself to those
qualities and applies them to his conducts. The true Shiite is only that whom Imam al-Baqir (a)
describes in the following words:“O Jabir, do you think that it is sufficient for those who claim
being Shia to say that they cherish us; the Prophet’s household?By Allah I swear, our adherents –
Shia- are only those who fear and obey Allah. Their signs are modesty, submission, fulfillment of
the trusts, very much reference to Allah, fasting, offering prayers, piety to (their) parents, aiding
the neighbors especially the poor, the destitute, the indebted, and the orphans, truth, reciting the
Quran, and avoiding mentioning people except for praising. In addition, they are the most trustful
of the people of their tribes.Do not misunderstand the matter. It is enough for a man to claim that
he loves and follows Ali (a). As a matter of fact, if he claims that he loves the Prophet (s) who is
preferable to Ali (a) but he does not follow the Prophet’s traditions and does not act upon his
instructions, such claim of love will be definitely useless. Hence, you should fear Allah and work
for the cause of obtaining that which He has in possession. There is no relation between Allah
and anybody. The most favorable and honorable servants of Allah are the most God-fearing and
the most pious.O Jabir, the only means through which a servant seeks to gain Allah’s favor is the
obedience to Him. We –the Prophet’s household- do not carry a patent for saving from Hell.
Likewise, none of you has a claim against Allah. He whoever obeys Allah is only our disciple and
whoever disobeys Him is our enemy. The loyalty to us cannot be gained except by means of
diligent work and piety.”O Allah, make my life copy the lives of Mohammed and his family. When
You seize my soul, make me carry the same beliefs that Mohammed and his family carried.
Make me a true adherent of Amir ul-Mu'minin. I, also, implore to You to record for me success,
for the efforts that I have exerted in this regard, and reward on the Day of Judgment. I implore to
You to save us from the pursuance of passions and the making of errors and endow upon us
with righteousness and appositeness.All praise is due to Allah, Who guided us to this. Without
his guidance, we would not have been right.Mahmoud al-Badri, 2000.THE REVISIONAL-
MAWAAIZHAl-Mawaaizh is the first book in this collection. In 1392 A.H., it was first printed, with
its Persian translation of Azizullah Attaridi, in reliance on the only documentary copy that is
found in the Library of An-Nassiriyya in Lakanhu, India. Mr. Attaridi mentioned that he had found
that copy during his journey to India in 1386 A.H. He also added that the copier chose the title
Sheikh As-Saduq’s Al-La’aali alGhawali –The Dear Pearls- for the copy that carried the same
title in the indexes of that library.It seems that the copier took this title from the introduction of the
compiler who records in its beginning, “So then, these are dear pearls and bright jewels…”This



copy seems to be the only available one that was handwritten in 1235 A.H. by Feda Ali al-
Musawi of Lakanhu. In the last of that copy, the following is written:“On Saturday, the first of Rabi
I, 1235 of the hegira, All peace and blessings be upon him who made the hegira and upon his
immaculate and pure household, this holy copy titled ‘Al-La’aali al-Ghawali’ that is compiled by
the lofty Sheikh, the most pious, the decent, the master of the sect, the grand, the trustworthy of
the Imams, the head of the narrators, the product of the praying of the Sinless, the superior
knowledgeable, our master Mohammed bin Babawayh al-Qummi, Allah may have mercy upon
him. I am the poor servant Feda Ali son of Sayyid Ali al-Musawi of Nisapur, Lakanhu, and
Dahlu.”In addition to the following evidences, we can prove through the previous statement that
this book belongs to Sheikh as-Saduq.1. Most of the biographists, who referred to Sheikh
asSaduq, Allah may have mercy upon him, stated that he compiled a book titled al-Mawaaizh –
The Sermons-.1 Besides, the contents of the book are almost sermons, advices, and maxims.2.
In the last of his book titled Men La Yahdhuruh ul-Faqih; Chapter: An-Nawadir -The
Extraordinary Reports-, Sheikh as-Saduq, Allah may have mercy upon him, records the text of
this book.2In the revision of this book, the previously mentioned copy of the book and the last
chapter of Men La Yahdhuruh al-Faqih, since it is the same as the book of al-Mawaaizh, are
relied upon.2. SIFAT USH-SHIAAbout this book, Sheikh at-Tehrani says:“The book titled Sifat
ush-Shia is compiled by Sheikh asSaduq Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin
Musabin Babawayh al-Qummi. Ad-Dam’at us-Sakiba, Al-Majlisi’s Bihar ul-Anwar, Al-Hurr Al-
Aamili’s Wassail ush-Shia, and AlMustadrak—all these reference books quoted from Sifat
ushShia. In Tehran, there is a copy of this book, which is handwritten with an old and big script,
is found with the Doctor. Other copies are found with Mr. Al-Urdubadi in Najaf and the Library of
At-Tehrani in Samarra that is written by our Sheikh an-Nuri and, now, kept by his grandson Mirza
Ali Behzadi in Tehran. The book titled Fadhaa’il ush-Shia is within this copy.In the revision of this
book, two copies are depended: The first copy is documentary and stored in Fayziyya School
within Group: 1764 No. 4. It is a clear copy, which is ended with the following paragraph:“This is
the end of the book titled Sifat ush-Shia and compiled by Sheikh as-Saduq Mohammed bin Ali
bin Babawayh al-Qummi; the resident in Ray. All praise is due to Allah primarily, finally, openly,
and secretly. The poor servant Hussein bin Mohammed Taqi an-Nuri at-Tabirsi wrote it himself in
Najaf… on the seventh of Shawal, 1271 A.H.”The second is the copy that is found in the Library
of AtTehrani of Samarra to which it was referred in the book title Ath-Thareea. This copy was
printed in Najaf by Allama Najmuddin ash-Sharif al-Askari in 1380 A.H. –1958 A.D.- and was
attached to his book titled Ali wash-Shia. In the end of this book, he writes down:“This book was
copied by ash-Sharif al-Askari Najmuddin, the son of the late scholar Sheikh Mirza Mohammed
ashSharif al-Askari (of Tehran) in Samarra at the night of Saturday, the twenty-first of Thu’l-
Qa’da. Allah may bless Mohammed and his immaculate family.”11Refer to Ath-Thareea; Sheikh
Agha Buzurg at-Tehrani 22:225 No. 8729 2Refer to Men La Yahdhuruh ul-Faqih; 4:352-420
H.5762-5920.3. FADHAA’IL USH-SHIAAbout this book, Sheikh at-Tehrani says:“This book is
also called Fadhl ush-Shia. Al-Majlisi quotes from this one as well as the previous. This means



that he had them both. Al-Hurr Al-Aamili, also, quotes from them and had them in possession. In
the fourth appendix of Wassail ash-Shia, he states the previous fact. The two books, now, are
found in Isfahan and Mashhad at the hands of Sheikh Hussein (al-Muqqaddas al-Mashhadi).
Mirza Mohammed atTehrani took these copies to put them in his library inSamarra.”2For this
revision, two copies of the book are depended:1 The other printed copy of the book, which is
attached to the book titled Fadhaa’il ush-Shia was carefully printed in Tehran: Kanune Intisharate
Aabdi.2Refer to Ath-Thareea; Sheikh Agha Buzurg at-Tehrani 16:260 No. 1056The first one is
the documentary copy that is found in the library of Ayatollah al-Mar’ashi an-Najafi (without
bearing any number). It is a good copy.The second is printed. It is the same copy of Sifat
ushShia to which we have previously referred and found in the Library of At-Tehrani in
Samarra.In the end of this copy, the following is written: “Thanks to Allah the Exalted, the book
titled Fadhaa’il ush-Shia and compiled by Sheikh as-Saduq, Allah may have mercy upon him,
has come to its end on the hands of Najmuddin ash-Sharif al-Askari (of Tehran), the son of the
late scholar Sheikh Mirza Mohammed al-Askari at-Tehrani on the eighth of Shaban, 1380
A.H.Allah may bless Mohammed and his immaculate household.”For the sake of providing the
texts as accurate as possible, the reviser did not depend on a single definite copy of the book.
He moved between all of the available copies, in addition to the other reliable reference books,
including the compilations of Sheikh as-Saduq himself, such as Al-Amali, At-Tawhid, Me’aani al-
Akhbar, and the other reference books such as Bihar ul-Anwar, Wassail ush-Shia and many
others.The other tasks that the reviser did are as follows: 1. He compared the Quranic texts that
are mentioned in these books with the holy Quran.2. He referred to the same narrations that are
mentioned in other reference books.3. He added to the texts of series of relaters the statements
that are found in other reliable reference books.4. He referred to only some differences between
the copies of the books intended and the other reference books.5. He added some important
comments that are considered necessary.6. He used guide titles for each narration so as to
enable the dear reader and the searcher to benefit by them. 7. In the end of each book, he
attached a number of useful indexes.BIOGRAPHY OF THE COMPILERName and
LineageMohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh; Abu Ja’far As-Saduq*al-
Qummi –i.e. of Qum-; the master Sheikh and the head of the narrators.His father was the
respectful Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh: the master Sheikh of
Qum in his time. He was also the most precedent, the master jurisprudent, and the most trustful
of the ulema of his time.1* For more information about the biography of Sheikh As-Saduq, refer
to al-A’lam; Az-Zarkali, 6:274, A’yaan ush-Shi’a; Sayyid Muhsin al-Amin, 10:24, Amal ul-Aamil; al-
Hurr al-Aamili, 2:283, al-Ansaab; As-Sam’aani, 4:544, Tarikhu Baghdad; al-Khateeb al-
Baghdadi, 3:89, Tuhfat ul-Ahbaab; Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi, 468, Tanqeeh ul-Maqaal; al-
Mamuqani, 3:154, Jami ur-Ruwaat; al-Ardabeeli, 2:154, al-Khulaassa; Allama al-Hilli, 147,
AdDiraya; Sheikh Hussein Abdus-Samad, 70, Ar-Rijal; Ibn Dawoud al-Hilli, 179, Ar-Rijal; Sheikh
At-Tousi, 495, Ar-Rijal; An-Nejashi, 389, Rawdhaat ulJannaat; al-Khawansari, 6:132, Riyadh ul-
Ulemaa; Mirza Abdullah Afandi, 5:119, Rayhanat ul-Adab; al-Muderris At-Tabrizi, 3:434, Siyeru



A’lam inNubelaa; Ath-Thehbi, 16:303, al-Fihrest; Ibn un-Nadeem, 227, al-Kuna walAlqaab;
Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi, 560, Lu’lu’at ul-Bahrain; Yousuf alBahrani, 372, Me’aalim ul-Ulemaa;
Ibn Shahrashoub, 111, Mu’jam ulMu’ellifeen; Omar Reza Kahhala, 11:3, Nawabigh ur-Ruwaat;
Agha Buzurg At-Tahrani, 287, Hadiyyat ul-Aarifeen; Ismaeel Basha al-Baghdadi, 2:52, and
Wassail ush-Shi’a; al-Hurr al-Aamili, 30:478.Birth and Early LifeSheikh As-Saduq was born in
Qum. Although it was impossible to define the very year in which he was born, it is well known
that he was born after the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari (the second
representative),2 which was in the year 305 A.H. That was the opening year of the
representation of Abu al-Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh (the third representative), who died in 326
A.H.As confirmation of this estimation, we provide the words of Sheikh As-Saduq himself in his
book titled Kamal ud-Din wa Tamam un-Ni’ma:Abu Ja'far Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad related to
us: After the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari, Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin
Babawayh (i.e. As-Saduq’s father) asked me to tell Abu al-Qasim Ar-Rawhi –i.e. bin Rawh- to ask
our master Sahib uz-Zaman3 to pray to Allah for giving him a male baby.Abu al-Qasim informed
that he asked the Imam, who rejected. Three days later, Abu al-Qasim informed that the Imam
(a) had prayed to Allah for Ali bin al-Hussein and he would be given a blessed male baby who
would be the means by which Allah, Exalted is He, would benefit (many people). Moreover,
many boys would come after that baby.1 Refer to Ar-Rijal; An-Nejashi, 261 H.6842After the
Grand Invisibility (Ghaybah) of Imam al-Mahdi, God may hasten his return, four representatives
were successively appointed as the means between the Imam and people. The second
representative was Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari.3Many are the titles of Imam al-Mahdi;
God may hasten his return, such like sahib uz-Zaman —the owner of the time—, al-Qa’im —the
executor—, al-Muntazhar —the awaited—, and al-Hujja —the claim of God—.(Abu Ja’far
Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad said) After a period, Ali bin al-Hussein was given Mohammed (i.e.
AsSaduq) followed by many other boys.1(Another Narrative)Sheikh At-Tusi said that some
people narrated from Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa binBabawayh and
Abu Abdullah al-Hussein bin Ali bin Musa bin Babawayh (his brother) that Abu Ja’far
Mohammed bin Ali alAswad related to us:After the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari,
Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh (i.e. As-Saduq’s father) asked me to tell Abu al-Qasim
Ar-Rawhi to ask our master Sahib uz-Zaman (a) to pray to Allah for giving him a male baby.Abu
al-Qasim informed that he asked the Imam, who rejected. Three days later, Abu al-Qasim
informed that the Imam (a) had prayed to Allah for Ali bin al-Hussein and he would be given a
blessed male baby who would be the means by which Allah, Exalted is He, would benefit (many
people). Moreover, many boys would come after that baby.(Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali al-
Aswad said) I asked him to pray to Allah to give me a male baby, but he did not answer. He said:
This is impossible.After a period, Ali bin al-Hussein was given Mohammed (i.e. As-Saduq)
followed by many other boys. For me, I was not given anything.Abu Ja’far bin Babawayh
commented: As he noticed me attending the classes of our master Mohammed bin alHussein
bin al-Waleed frequently while I was interested in recording and retaining the items of



knowledge, Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad used to say to me, ‘It is not strange for you
to have such an insistent desire for learning since you came to this world by the supplication of
the Imam (a).11Refer to Kamal ud-Din wa Tamam un-Ni’ma; 503 H.31.Ar-Rawandi, in his al-
Kharaa’ij, related the like of the previous narrative, yet brief.2Besides, At-Tabirsi, in his book
titled A’lam ul-Wara3, Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani, in his Tabssirat ul-Wali4, and Sayyid Ali bin
Abdul-Karim An-Najafi, in his Muntakhab ul-Anwar il-Mudhee’a5, referred to the same
narrative.Imaduddin Mohammed bin Ali At-Tusi, in his Thaqib ulManaqib,6referred to a part of
that narrative.In his reference to the biography of Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa; As-Saduq’s father,
An-Nejashi said that the man was in Iraq when he met Abu al-Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh, Allah
may have mercy be upon him, and asked him many questions. After that, As-Saduq’s father
corresponded with Abu al-Qasim at the hands of Ali bin Ja’far bin al-Aswad and asked him to
deliver a paper to Imam al-Mahdi, Allah may hasten his return, in which he asked for a male
baby.The answer was, ‘We have prayed to Allah for you and you will be given two virtuous male
babies.’Hence, Abu Ja’far and Abu Abdullah7, whose mother was a bondwoman, were born.81
Refer to al-Ghaybah; 23 H.266.2Refer to al-Kharaij wa al-Jara’ih; 3:1124 H.266.3Refer to A’lam
ul-Wara: 422.4Refer to Tabssirat ul-Wali: H.56.5Refer to Muntakhab ul-Anwar il-Mudhee’a:
113.6Refer to Thaqib ul-Manaqib; 270.7Abu Abdillah (As-Saduq’s brother) is al-Hussein bin Ali
bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh. He was also righteous master and retainer. He dies
in418 A.H. He compiled many books, such as At-Tawhid and Nafy utTashbih.From the previous
we can conclude that Sheikh AsSaduq, Allah may have mercy be upon him, had come to this
world out of the prayer of Imam al-Hujja (a) after the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari;
after the year 305 A.H., when his father Sheikh Ali bin al-Hussein traveled to Iraq and met Abu al-
Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh and asked him some questions… etc. Hence, Sheikh As-Saduq
was born in about 306 A.H.Sheikh As-Saduq used to take pride in such a birth and say, ‘I was
born due to the prayer of Imam al-Mahdi (a).’1Sheikh As-Saduq grew up in the laps of virtue; his
father used to feed him with the knowledge, shower him with the abundance of his knowledge
and moralities, and circulate onhim the lights of his purity, God-fearing, piety, and ascetics. All
these contributed in the scholastic perfection and growth of Sheikh As-Saduq who lived under
the wing of his father for more than twenty years during which he drank these knowledges and
took from the great flow of his father’s information, moralities, and conducts. In addition, he grew
up in the city of Qum which was swarming with the scholars and narrators, such as the master of
the scholars of Qum Mohammed bin al-Hasan bin Ahmed bin al-Waleed and Hamza bin
Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Ja’far bin Mohammed bin Zaid bin Ali as well as many others whose
sessions and lectures were frequently attended by Sheikh As-Saduq.After a short while, Sheikh
As-Saduq became that great figure by whom people were benefiting. He also became such a
distinctive sign of retaining and intelligence. He exceeded his companions in fields of virtue and
knowledge and became such an unparalleled person.Furthermore, the political circumstances
of that period played a significant role in crystallizing the personality of Sheikh As-Saduq who
lived in the reign of the Buyid in Iraq and Persia (321-447 A.H.), the Fatimids in Northern Africa



(296-567 A.H.), and the Hamdanian State in Mousel – Northern Iraq- and Syria (333-394 A.H.)It
is well known that all these states were declaring their loyalty to the leadership of the Prophet’s
household. In other words, they were Shia.Scholastic Journeys

BIOGRAPHY OF THE COMPILERName and LineageMohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin
Musa bin Babawayh; Abu Ja’far As-Saduq*al-Qummi –i.e. of Qum-; the master Sheikh and the
head of the narrators.His father was the respectful Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Ali bin al-Hussein bin
Musa bin Babawayh: the master Sheikh of Qum in his time. He was also the most precedent, the
master jurisprudent, and the most trustful of the ulema of his time.1* For more information about
the biography of Sheikh As-Saduq, refer to al-A’lam; Az-Zarkali, 6:274, A’yaan ush-Shi’a; Sayyid
Muhsin al-Amin, 10:24, Amal ul-Aamil; al-Hurr al-Aamili, 2:283, al-Ansaab; As-Sam’aani, 4:544,
Tarikhu Baghdad; al-Khateeb al-Baghdadi, 3:89, Tuhfat ul-Ahbaab; Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi,
468, Tanqeeh ul-Maqaal; al-Mamuqani, 3:154, Jami ur-Ruwaat; al-Ardabeeli, 2:154, al-
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Dawoud al-Hilli, 179, Ar-Rijal; Sheikh At-Tousi, 495, Ar-Rijal; An-Nejashi, 389, Rawdhaat
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Ismaeel Basha al-Baghdadi, 2:52, and Wassail ush-Shi’a; al-Hurr al-Aamili, 30:478.Birth and
Early LifeSheikh As-Saduq was born in Qum. Although it was impossible to define the very year
in which he was born, it is well known that he was born after the death of Mohammed bin
Othman al-Omari (the second representative),2 which was in the year 305 A.H. That was the
opening year of the representation of Abu al-Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh (the third
representative), who died in 326 A.H.As confirmation of this estimation, we provide the words of
Sheikh As-Saduq himself in his book titled Kamal ud-Din wa Tamam un-Ni’ma:Abu Ja'far
Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad related to us: After the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari,
Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh (i.e. As-Saduq’s father) asked me to tell Abu al-Qasim
Ar-Rawhi –i.e. bin Rawh- to ask our master Sahib uz-Zaman3 to pray to Allah for giving him a
male baby.Abu al-Qasim informed that he asked the Imam, who rejected. Three days later, Abu
al-Qasim informed that the Imam (a) had prayed to Allah for Ali bin al-Hussein and he would be
given a blessed male baby who would be the means by which Allah, Exalted is He, would benefit
(many people). Moreover, many boys would come after that baby.1 Refer to Ar-Rijal; An-Nejashi,
261 H.6842After the Grand Invisibility (Ghaybah) of Imam al-Mahdi, God may hasten his return,
four representatives were successively appointed as the means between the Imam and people.
The second representative was Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari.3Many are the titles of Imam
al-Mahdi; God may hasten his return, such like sahib uz-Zaman —the owner of the time—, al-
Qa’im —the executor—, al-Muntazhar —the awaited—, and al-Hujja —the claim of God—.(Abu



Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad said) After a period, Ali bin al-Hussein was given
Mohammed (i.e. AsSaduq) followed by many other boys.1(Another Narrative)Sheikh At-Tusi said
that some people narrated from Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa
binBabawayh and Abu Abdullah al-Hussein bin Ali bin Musa bin Babawayh (his brother) that
Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali alAswad related to us:After the death of Mohammed bin Othman
al-Omari, Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh (i.e. As-Saduq’s father) asked me to tell
Abu al-Qasim Ar-Rawhi to ask our master Sahib uz-Zaman (a) to pray to Allah for giving him a
male baby.Abu al-Qasim informed that he asked the Imam, who rejected. Three days later, Abu
al-Qasim informed that the Imam (a) had prayed to Allah for Ali bin al-Hussein and he would be
given a blessed male baby who would be the means by which Allah, Exalted is He, would benefit
(many people). Moreover, many boys would come after that baby.(Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali
al-Aswad said) I asked him to pray to Allah to give me a male baby, but he did not answer. He
said: This is impossible.After a period, Ali bin al-Hussein was given Mohammed (i.e. As-Saduq)
followed by many other boys. For me, I was not given anything.Abu Ja’far bin Babawayh
commented: As he noticed me attending the classes of our master Mohammed bin alHussein
bin al-Waleed frequently while I was interested in recording and retaining the items of
knowledge, Abu Ja’far Mohammed bin Ali al-Aswad used to say to me, ‘It is not strange for you
to have such an insistent desire for learning since you came to this world by the supplication of
the Imam (a).11Refer to Kamal ud-Din wa Tamam un-Ni’ma; 503 H.31.Ar-Rawandi, in his al-
Kharaa’ij, related the like of the previous narrative, yet brief.2Besides, At-Tabirsi, in his book
titled A’lam ul-Wara3, Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani, in his Tabssirat ul-Wali4, and Sayyid Ali bin
Abdul-Karim An-Najafi, in his Muntakhab ul-Anwar il-Mudhee’a5, referred to the same
narrative.Imaduddin Mohammed bin Ali At-Tusi, in his Thaqib ulManaqib,6referred to a part of
that narrative.In his reference to the biography of Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa; As-Saduq’s father,
An-Nejashi said that the man was in Iraq when he met Abu al-Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh, Allah
may have mercy be upon him, and asked him many questions. After that, As-Saduq’s father
corresponded with Abu al-Qasim at the hands of Ali bin Ja’far bin al-Aswad and asked him to
deliver a paper to Imam al-Mahdi, Allah may hasten his return, in which he asked for a male
baby.The answer was, ‘We have prayed to Allah for you and you will be given two virtuous male
babies.’Hence, Abu Ja’far and Abu Abdullah7, whose mother was a bondwoman, were born.81
Refer to al-Ghaybah; 23 H.266.2Refer to al-Kharaij wa al-Jara’ih; 3:1124 H.266.3Refer to A’lam
ul-Wara: 422.4Refer to Tabssirat ul-Wali: H.56.5Refer to Muntakhab ul-Anwar il-Mudhee’a:
113.6Refer to Thaqib ul-Manaqib; 270.7Abu Abdillah (As-Saduq’s brother) is al-Hussein bin Ali
bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh. He was also righteous master and retainer. He dies
in418 A.H. He compiled many books, such as At-Tawhid and Nafy utTashbih.From the previous
we can conclude that Sheikh AsSaduq, Allah may have mercy be upon him, had come to this
world out of the prayer of Imam al-Hujja (a) after the death of Mohammed bin Othman al-Omari;
after the year 305 A.H., when his father Sheikh Ali bin al-Hussein traveled to Iraq and met Abu al-
Qasim al-Hussein bin Rawh and asked him some questions… etc. Hence, Sheikh As-Saduq



was born in about 306 A.H.Sheikh As-Saduq used to take pride in such a birth and say, ‘I was
born due to the prayer of Imam al-Mahdi (a).’1Sheikh As-Saduq grew up in the laps of virtue; his
father used to feed him with the knowledge, shower him with the abundance of his knowledge
and moralities, and circulate onhim the lights of his purity, God-fearing, piety, and ascetics. All
these contributed in the scholastic perfection and growth of Sheikh As-Saduq who lived under
the wing of his father for more than twenty years during which he drank these knowledges and
took from the great flow of his father’s information, moralities, and conducts. In addition, he grew
up in the city of Qum which was swarming with the scholars and narrators, such as the master of
the scholars of Qum Mohammed bin al-Hasan bin Ahmed bin al-Waleed and Hamza bin
Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Ja’far bin Mohammed bin Zaid bin Ali as well as many others whose
sessions and lectures were frequently attended by Sheikh As-Saduq.After a short while, Sheikh
As-Saduq became that great figure by whom people were benefiting. He also became such a
distinctive sign of retaining and intelligence. He exceeded his companions in fields of virtue and
knowledge and became such an unparalleled person.Furthermore, the political circumstances
of that period played a significant role in crystallizing the personality of Sheikh As-Saduq who
lived in the reign of the Buyid in Iraq and Persia (321-447 A.H.), the Fatimids in Northern Africa
(296-567 A.H.), and the Hamdanian State in Mousel – Northern Iraq- and Syria (333-394 A.H.)It
is well known that all these states were declaring their loyalty to the leadership of the Prophet’s
household. In other words, they were Shia.Scholastic JourneysNot only was the intention of
Sheikh As-Saduq to suffice with receiving knowledge from the master scholars of his town, but
also it rose higher to encourage him to travel and emigrate far away from his hometown for
seeking studies and knowledge. In the beginning, he traveled to the city of Ray to answer the
summons of Rukn ad-Dawla al-Buwayhi (the Buyid), who died in 366 A.H. There, Sheikh As-
Saduq met the scholars of that city, such like Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Mohammed bin Ahmed bin
Ali bin Asad al-Asadi whose famous nickname is Abu Jurada al-Barda’i. That was in 347 A.H. He
also met Ya’qoub bin Yousuf bin Ya’qoub, Ahmed bin Mohammed bin As-Saqr As-Sa’igh al-Adl
(the decent), Abu Ali Ahmed bin al-Hasan al-Qattan and many others.He then traveled to the city
of Khurasan for the visitation of the Holy Shrine of Imam Ar-Ridha (a) in 352 A.H. After that, he
returned to the city of Ray.In 367 A.H., he made his second journey to the Holy Shrine of Imam
Ar-Ridha (a). During his third journey which was made in 368 A.H., he passed by the cities of
Istrabad1and Jurjan2where he attended the lectures of Sheikh Abu alHasan Mohammed bin al-
Qasim Alistrabadi—the famous exegesist (of the Holy Quran) and orator. He also attended the
classes of Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Qasim bin Mohammed Alistrabadi, Sheikh Abu
Mohammed Abdous bin Ali bin al-Abbas al-Jurjani, and Sheikh Mohammed bin Ali
Alistrabadi.1Istrabad is a famous town of Tabaristan.2Jurjan is a famous city lying between
Tabaristan and Khurasan.In his journey back from the visitation of the Holy Shrine of Imam Ar-
Ridha (a) Sheikh As-Saduq passed by the city of Nisapur and resided there for a period.About
this residence, he said:“After I had satisfied my wishes for the visitation of Imam Ali bin Musa Ar-
Ridha (a) I was back in Nisapur where Iresided. I found that the majority of the Shia there, who



were frequently referring to me, were perplexed by the Invisibility–Ghaybah and doubted the
matter of al-Qa’im (a). They therefore left the right course of the submission (to Allah) to join the
path of personal opinions and analogy. Hence, I exerted all my efforts for guiding them to the
right and taking them back to the path of correctitude by means of the relevant narratives of the
Prophet and the Imams, peace beupon them.”1In Nisapur, Sheikh As-Saduq related the lessons
of most of the scholars of that city, such like Sheikh Abu Ali alHussein bin Ahmed al-Bayhaqi,
Sheikh Abdul-Wahid bin Mohammed bin Abdous An-Nisapuri, Sheikh Abu Mansour Ahmed bin
Ibrahim bin Bakr al-Khuzi, Sheikh Abu Saeed Mohammed bin al-Fadhl bin Mohammed bin Ishaq
alMuthekkir An-Nisapuri, Sheikh Abu at-Tayyib al-Hussein bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Ar-Razi
and many others.As he passed by the cities of Marwalruth and Sarakhs2, Sheikh As-Saduq
attended the classes of Sheikh Mohammed bin Ali al-Marwalruthi, Sheikh Abu Yousuf bin
Abdullah bin Abdul-Malik, and Sheikh Abu Nasr Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Tamim As-
Sarakhsi.In the years 352 and 355 A.H., Sheikh As-Saduq was in Baghdad where he learnt from
Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Thabit Ad-Dawalibi, Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Hasan bin
Mohammed bin Yahya al-Husseini al-Alawi; Ibn Tahir, and Sheikh Ibrahim bin Harun al-Hiti as
well as many others.1Refer to Kamal ud-Din; 2 (the introduction). 2Marwalruth and Sarakhs are
two cities in Khurasan.In 354 A.H., Sheikh As-Saduq had the honor to pilgrimage to the Holy
House of Allah. In his way, he passed by Kufa and learnt from the master scholars there, such
like Sheikh Mohammed bin Bakran An-Naqqash, Sheikh Ahmed bin Ibrahim bin Harun al-Fami,
Sheikh al-Hasan bin Mohammed bin Saeed al-Hashimi, Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Easa al-
Mujawir, Sheikh Abu Tharr Yahya bin Zaid bin alAbbas bin al-Waleed al-Bezzaz, Sheikh Abu al-
Qasim alHasan bin Mohammed As-Sakuni al-Kufi and many others.He also traveled to many
cities such as Hamadan, Ilaq, Balkh, Samarqand, Faraghana1and others.In such journeys,
Sheikh as-Saduq attended the lessons of many scholars in the cities that he passed
by.Scholastic State and Scholars’ OpinionsSheikh As-Saduq, Allah may promote his position,
was one of the master scholars of Shiism, great intellectuals, and well-versed men of
knowledge. He was such a grand mastermind, abundant knowledgeable, and well informed. In
his time, he was one of the most distinguishable scholars to whom everyone referred in
questions concerning the rulings of the Sharia and was the sign upon whom everyone acted in
the religious problems.Sheikh At-Tusi; the master scholar of the sect mentioned Sheikh As-
Saduq with the following words:Mohammed bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Musa bin Babawayh al-
Qummi is the lofty master. His surname is Abu Ja’far. He was so admirable, good narrator of
hadith, skillful knowing of men, and bright criticizer of narrations. Besides, he was such distinct
relater and encyclopedic that no one of the people of Qum could attain his rank. He had written
about three hundred books.11 Hamadan is a big city western Iran. Ilaq is a village in Bukhara.
Balkh was a big city. Today, it is a small village in Afghanistan. Samarqand is a famous Uzbekcity
in east-central Uzbekistan.Faraghana is a city eastern Uzbekistan.An-Nejashi referred to Sheikh
As-Saduq with the following wording:Abu Ja’far al-Qummi who resided in Ray was our Sheikh
and master jurisprudent. He was the representative of the sect (of Shiism) in Khurasan.2In his



Me’aalim ul-Ulemaa, Ibn Shahrashoub said the following about Sheikh As-Saduq:He was the
best of the scholars of Qum. He wrote about three hundred books.3In As-Saraa’ir, Ibn Idris
referred to Sheikh As-Saduq with the following wording:He was trustworthy, highly reverent, well
versed in narrations, good criticizer of the reports, well knowing of men, and well memorizer. He
was the master of our Sheikh al-Mufid Mohammed bin Mohammed bin An-Nu’man.4Sheikh
Hussein bin Abdus-Samad al-Harithi —father of Sheikh al-Bahaa’i— said about Sheikh As-
Saduq:He was highly reverent, high-ranking scholar among the upper class as well as the
ordinary people, good narrator of hadith, well knowing of jurisprudence and men, good
discerning of the mental and analytical sciences, and good criticizer of reports. He was also the
master scholar, jurisprudent, and chief of the Saved Sect (Shia) in Khurasan and Iraq of the non-
Arabs; (i.e. Persia).In the fields of narration and abundance of knowledge, he was so distinct
over all those who lived in his time.5The previous models have been few wordings of praise and
extolment that were said about Sheikh As-Saduq. To know more about this respectful
personality, it is recommendable to refer to the numerous reference books that recorded the
biography of him some of which we have just excerpted.1 Refer to al-Fihrest; 157, H.695.2Refer
to Ar-Rijal; An-Nejashi, 398, H.1049.3Refer to Me’aalim ul-Ulemaa; 111 H.764.4Refer to As-
Saraa’ir; 2:529.5Refer to Ad-Diraya; 70.Teachers and StudentsBecause of the many journeys
that Sheikh As-Saduq made to various countries for the purpose of seeking studies, he could
read, listen, deliver lectures, and gain the license of many scholars and masters of the countries
that he passed by in the various fields of knowledge.A good look in his numerous books, such
as al-Amali, Men La Yahdhuruh ul-Faqih, At-Tawhid, Thawab ul-A’maal and many others, proves
that he rested upon many of the Shiite and Sunni master scholars in the field of narrations. He
also depended upon such scholars in the fields of hadith regarding a great variety of sciences
and fields. The famous names of the master scholars upon whom Sheikh As-Saduq depended
in relation of the reports are innumerable.For avoiding lengthiness, we ask the dear reader to
refer to the numerous books of biography so as to have an idea about the teachers of Sheikh As-
Saduq.The students and the narrators on the authority of Sheikh As-Saduq are also too many to
be mentioned in this book. Reference books of biography referred to some famous names such
as the lofty Sheikh Mohammed bin Mohammed bin An-Nu’man At-Tal’akbari whose nickname is
Sheikh alMufid, the trustworthy Sheikh Ali bin Ahmed bin al-Abbas (father of Sheikh An-
Nejashi), Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Ali bin Shathan al-Qummi, Sayyid al-
Murtedha Alam ul-Huda, and many others that we could not mention their names in details. To
have more information about such names, it is recommendable to refer to the many books that
discussed this topic and from which we excerpted this brief biography.His WorksSheikh As-
Saduq dealt with a great variety of arts and sciences. He wrote many books; more than three
hundred ones. Unfortunately, most of these books were lost. We, hereby, refer to some of
them:1. Ali’tiqadat2. al-Amali3. Thawab ul-A’maal4. al-Khissal5. Sifat ush-Shia6. Iqab ul-A’maal7.
Ilal ush-Sharaayi8. Uyounu Akhbar ir-Reza9. Fadhaa’il ul-Ash’hur ith-Thalatha10.Fadhaa’il ush-
Shi’a11.Kamal ud-Din wa Tamam un-Ni’ma12.Mussadaqat ul-Ikhwan113.Me’aani al-



Akhbar14.al-Muqannaa’ fi al-Fiqh15. Men La Yahdhuruh al-Faqih216.al-Mawaaizh17.al-
Hidayatu fi al-FiqhFurthermore, there are tens of books most of which were lost, as we have
previously mentioned. To have more information about such books, it is recommendable to
refer1 Some scholars ascribe this book to the father of Sheikh As-Saduq2This book is one of the
four master reference books of Shia upon which the scholars depend totally and the
jurisprudents extract the rulings.to the books that mentioned the biography of Sheikh
AsSaduq.His DeathSheikh As-Saduq died in 381 A.H. He was more than seventy years old. He
was buried in the city of Ray near the tomb of Abdul-Azheem al-Hasani, Allah be pleased with
him.Today, his tomb is one of the famous shrines whom are frequently visited by people who
seek blessings there.In nearly 1238 A. H., Sultan Fat’h Ali Shah the Qajar reconstructed that
holy shrine after the spread of the news of the good charismata that had been seen there.Al-
Khawansari, in his Ar-Rawdhat, al-Mamuqani, in his Tanqeeh ul-Maqaal, and other scholars
mentioned a number of charismata of Sheikh As-Saduq (after his death) occurred in his blessed
shrine. In the year 1238 A.H., a fissure occurred to the shrine due to the heavy rain. When some
people entered inside the shrine for chasing the source of that fissure, they could reach the
gutter in which Sheikh AsSaduq was buried. They found that his dead body was laid out while
the genitals were covered. It was very sound and handsome. On the nails of the body, they could
notice the signs of dye, while on the limbs, there were old threads of the torn coffin.As this event
was rumored in the city of Tehran, Sultan Fat’h Ali… ordered to reform that fissure and
reconstruct that shrine.INTRODUCTION OF THE COMPILERAll praise is due to the true Master
and Deserver of all praise. Honorable blessings and peace be upon the honorable being—
Mohammed the seal of the great prophets and messengers of Allah and his immaculate
daughter and noble sinless successors.So then, these are dear pearls and bright jewels. They
are commandments that were produced by the head of prophecy, the core of the Divine Epistle,
the zone of the divine blessings, and the revealer of the endless mercies; Allah bless him as well
as his immaculate successors who are the honorable beings in the sight of Allah. Then comes
the solver of the problems and the arbitrator of the issues; our master and leader Amir ul-
Mu’minin -commander of the faithful believers- and the Imam of the Muslims Ali bin Abi Talib,
Allah bless him as well as his sinless progeny. Blessed are those who retain the coming
commandments and store them in their hearts and welcome to those who will exert efforts for
retaining them by means of their sound intellect and mind.THE PROPHET’S
COMMANDMENTS FOR AMIR UL-MU’MININ(1) Hemmad bin Amr and Anas bin Mohammed
related from his father1 from Ja’far bin Mohammed from his father1 Referring to the series of
relaters of this commandment, Sheikh asSaduq records the following in his Al-Mashyakha:
(About the commandment of the Prophet, peace be upon him and hisfrom his grandfather from
Ali bin Abi Talib (a) that the Prophet (s) said to him:O Ali, I will convey to you a commandment
that you should retain. You will keep up yourself in goodness as long as you follow my
commandment.O Ali, for those who suppress their anger while they are able to punish, Allah will
endow them with security and tasteful faith on the Day of Resurrection.O Ali, he who does not



provide a proper will in his final hours is suffering a defect in his personality and will be deprived
of the right of Intercession.1O Ali, the best of jihad is to begin your day without intending to
oppress anybody.O Ali, he whose utterance is avoided by people will be an inhabitant of Hell.
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